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Sixth DWI conviction may bring
life term

Ronald C. Daggett Jr.'s first conviction, in 1982, involved the death of Camillus man.
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Daggett's first drunken-driving conviction involved the crash that killed David Goodspeed, 21,
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Or Lamiius. vaggett pieagea guity 10 secona-aegree mansiaugnier ana misaemeanor pvvi
and was sentenced to one year in the county penitentiary in Jamesville in that case.

At Daggett's sentencing March 9 in the latest case, Assistant District Attorney Brian Lauri said
he intends to ask that Daggett spend the rest of his life in jail. Judge Joseph Fahey threatenec
after Daggett's fifth DWI that he could face life in prison as a persistent felony offender if he
got into trouble again.

"Obviously, the only thing that will stop him from re-offending is to keep him behind bars,"
Lauri said.

Defense lawyer Paul Carey said he will ask Fahey to reconsider his threat of a harsh penalty
in light of trial evidence that included a jail booking tape where he didn't appear intoxicated
after his arrest.

Carey said he will appeal the conviction because Fahey allowed jury deliberations to continue
Thursday after one juror reported hearing a radio report about Daggett's criminal record on
her way to court that morning.

He also pointed out an earlier trial in the case ended in a mistrial last summer when a police
officer testified about an Alco-sensor test that was inadmissible in court.

In the latest case, a jury of eight men and four women

deliberated several hours Wednesday afternoon, all day Thursday and several hours Friday
morning before finding Daggett, 43, guilty.

The charges stemmed from an incident Sept. 2, 2005, when Daggett was riding a motorcycle
drunk and impaired by drugs, and his vehicle nearly collided with a minivan at Erie Boulevard
East and Westmoreland Avenue in Syracuse.

David Goodspeed's two sisters were with their cousin in court Friday as that verdict was
delivered. The sisters and members of Daggett's family declined comment.

Daggett is in jail until his sentencing.
Jim O'Hara can be reached at johara@syracuse.com or 470-2260.
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