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Remembering Matthew, teens & deadly
driving

 
Young drivers make up nearly a
quarter of the victims in deadly
crashes in the state. Over the past
year, Rochester has lost dozens of
teenagers. Now one family from
Henrietta is trying to make a
difference.

“It's always something that's right
in the back of our minds. It never goes away, ever.”
Bernadette and Paul Kato think of their son Matthew every
single day. Paul says, “There's no fairness or justice. We
miss Matthew terribly.”

Their 17-year-old son was hit and killed by a drunk driver in
July of 2004. His life and death are depicted in an exhibit
unveiled today at the Monroe County Office Building.

Bernadette said, “There were a lot of memories for me, good
ones and bad ones.”

There were photos of their son with his cat Tiger and pictures
with his best friend Shawn Elliot who was in the car the night
he died. The most shocking of all in the exhibit – his autopsy
photo.

Matthew’s father said, “Just seeing your son totally naked on
a table being examined, it's just a very, very graphic horrific
image.”

His mother insisted it be added to the exhibit. “I had insisted
that they put that in there. I wanted people to be able to see
the stark reality.”

The exhibit goes into details, some never seen before. A
document from Strong Hospital shows Matthew had a broken
neck, collapsed lung, crushed liver, crushed spleen and brain
damage.

Bernadette says, “It was actually shocking to me to see how
much damage was done to his body by that crash.”

Kristian Kemp killed Matthew Kato. He was driving drunk that
night and was going more than 90 miles per hour.

The exhibit shows one of his prior DWI convictions. Paul
said, “It brought up a lot of the anger from four and a half
years ago, almost like it was yesterday.”

Even through their pain and anger, the Kato’s want to make a
difference. Bernadette said, “I'm hoping that people really do
pay attention to the message which is don't drink and drive.”

Matthew Kato's story is just part of the exhibit. It includes
other stories of teens that have died in drunk driving
accidents. One story is that of a prom queen from Steuben
County.

The exhibit is called "One Second, Everything Changes." It
will be on display through Friday at the Monroe County Office
Building and after that it will move to local schools and
libraries.

Click here to read more about Matthew Kato and his
foundation
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