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Deputy's statements allowed in DWI trial

Michael Zeigler
Staff writer

(February 7, 2007) — The prosecution will be allowed to use
statements made by an off-duty Monroe County sheriff's deputy
after he allegedly drove drunk and killed a motorcyclist in Parma.

Background

James Telban resigned from the sl
after his arrest. If convicted of vehi
manslaughter, he faces a penalty r
probation to seven years in prison.

Monroe County Court Judge John J. Connell has ruled that former
sheriff's Deputy James R. Telban Jr. made the statements
voluntarily before he refused to take a field sobriety test and demanded to talk to a lawyer.

Telban, 45, of Greece goes to trial April 23 on charges of second-degree vehicular manslaughter anc
intoxicated in the Sept. 6 death of Peter Volkmuth, 27, of Greece.

Telban's lawyer, Joseph S. Damelio, said Connell's decision won't hurt the defense.

"We don't deny he was driving and we don't deny he was involved in an accident," Damelio said. "Wk
maintaining that it was just that — an accident, and it would have happened if he had had one drink «

Volkmuth was riding his motorcycle on West Ridge Road when Telban allegedly pulled in front of hin
Braemar Country Club, 4704 W. Ridge Road. Volkmuth suffered fatal head injuries.

Telban, a 19-year veteran of the sheriff's office, allegedly admitted to a Greece police officer that he «
of Volkmuth's motorcycle. A court-ordered blood test showed Telban had a blood-alcohol content of |
— three times the amount needed to bring a DWI charge.

During a brief court appearance Tuesday, Connell gave the prosecution until Feb. 14 to determine hc
videotapes it made of the scene of the crash and provide them to the defense.

Although prosecutors previously turned over a tape made the night of the crash, Damelio said a doct
provided by the prosecution stated that another tape was made a month later to depict the road and

conditions. Assistant District Attorney Christopher Rodeman said he's checking with property custodi
determine if that tape exists.
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